
A2 Geography PowerPoint Course                              Teacher’s Notes 

AQA  Contemporary Conflicts and 
Challenges 
What causes conflict? .............................................................................................................. 2 

There are four main scales of conflict: .................................................................................. 2 

Methods of peaceful expression: ........................................................................................... 3 

Methods of violent expression: ................................................................................................ 3 

Methods of conflict resolution ................................................................................................. 3 

Conflict over the use of a local resource .............................................................................. 3 

Heathrow airport .................................................................................................................... 3 

What are the plans? .............................................................................................................. 3 

The final decision ................................................................................................................... 4 

The geographical impacts of international conflicts .......................................................... 4 

Conflict in Afghanistan ............................................................................................................. 4 

History of the conflict in Afghanistan ................................................................................. 4 

The Monarchy in Afghanistan ............................................................................................. 5 

Traditional life.......................................................................................................................... 5 

Communism in Afghanistan................................................................................................. 5 

Involvement of other nations ............................................................................................... 5 

The Taliban .............................................................................................................................. 5 

Afghanistan and Bin Laden ................................................................................................. 5 

Democracy returns? ............................................................................................................. 6 

Issues associated with the conflict. ........................................................................................ 6 

The Darfur region of Sudan ...................................................................................................... 6 

Drought in Darfur ................................................................................................................... 6 

The 1990s ................................................................................................................................. 6 

Rebel uprisings ........................................................................................................................ 7 

Ethnic cleansing? ................................................................................................................... 7 

Continuing conflict? .............................................................................................................. 7 

What were the effects? ........................................................................................................ 7 

The challenge of multicultural societies in the UK ............................................................... 7 

Getting the terminology correct ............................................................................................ 7 

Migration into the UK ................................................................................................................ 8 



A2 Geography PowerPoint Course                              Teacher’s Notes 

The geographical distribution of cultural groupings ........................................................... 8 

Issues related to multicultural societies .................................................................................. 8 

Separatism within and/or across national boundaries ....................................................... 9 

Reasons for separatism: ........................................................................................................ 9 

Where can we find separatism? ......................................................................................... 9 

The Basque Region .................................................................................................................. 10 

Basque separatism .............................................................................................................. 10 

Formation of ETA ...................................................................................................................... 10 

The end of violence? .............................................................................................................. 10 

A ceasefire……or not? ........................................................................................................... 10 

The challenge of global poverty .......................................................................................... 11 

How is poverty measured? .................................................................................................... 11 

The causes of poverty ............................................................................................................ 11 

Addressing poverty on a global scale - Millennium Development Goals..................... 11 

The MDGs are: ...................................................................................................................... 11 

Foreign Direct Investment ...................................................................................................... 12 

Ghana: .................................................................................................................................. 12 

Exam guidance ....................................................................................................................... 12 

Exam questions ........................................................................................................................ 13 

 

What causes conflict? 
• Identity (nationalism, regionalism, localism),  
• Ethnicity,  
• Culture 
• Resources (including land) 
• Ideology. 

There are four main scales of conflict: 
– International – where two or more countries are involved in a dispute; 
– National – where conflict occurs within a country; 
– Regional – where conflict occurs within a small area of a country, or across a 

geographical region e.g. The Basque Separatists  
– Local – small scale conflict in one particular area, for example, arguments 

over a proposed wind farm being built.  
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Methods of peaceful expression: 
– Protests 
– Boycotts 
– Legal action 
– Discussion 
– Petitions 
– Diplomatic activity 

Methods of violent expression: 
– War 
– Terrorism 
– Physical violence 
– Insurrection 

Methods of conflict resolution 
• Negotiation 
• Mediation 
• Diplomacy 
• Discussion 
• Debate 
• Use of agencies such as the United Nations 
• The planning process – for local conflicts 

Conflict over the use of a local resource 
Whichever local resource you use you need to examine the following: 

• The reason for the conflict, 
• The attitudes of different groups of people to the conflict, 
• The processes which operate to resolve the conflict, 
• Recognition that some people benefit, whereas others may lose, when the outcome is 

decided. 

Heathrow airport 
• Heathrow Airport is used by over 90 airlines. 
• They fly to 170 destinations worldwide. 
• Heathrow currently serves 67 million  passengers a year.  
• The airport has five passenger terminals (Terminals 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) and a cargo 

terminal. 

What are the plans? 
• A new 7,200ft runway allowing the annual number of take-offs and landings to 

increase to 605,000 by 2020 and 720,000 by 2030 - up from 480,000 today.  
• A new terminal to handle 35 million passengers a year. 
• A new tunnel for the A4 to pass under taxiways between the airport and the new 

runway. 
• The M4 spur road to the airport would have to be relocated. 
• Decisions being made 
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• On 15 January 2009 the Secretary of State for Transport, Geoff  Hoon, announced that 
the Government’s three conditions for supporting a third runway at London Heathrow 
Airport had been met. The Government therefore invited BAA, the owners of 
Heathrow, to bring forward proposals to build a third runway and a sixth terminal at 
Heathrow.   

• The decision was generally supported by business but is opposed by environmental 
groups as well as both the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties.  

• Arguments for and against expansion 
• Attempts to halt expansion 
• In August 2007 the Camp for Climate Action took place close to Heathrow. The camp 

ran for a week and on final day over 1000 people protested. 
• In February 2008 five members of a protest group called Plane Stupid staged a 2 hour 

protest on the roof of the Houses of Parliament unfurling protest banners.  
• In January 2009 Greenpeace  bought a piece of land on the site of the proposed third 

runway with the aim of  maximising the opportunities to put legal obstacles in the 
way of expansion.  

• In March 2009, Plane Stupid protester Leila Deen threw green custard over Business 
Secretary Lord Mandelson in protest at the frequent meetings between Roland Rudd, 
who represents airport operator BAA and Mandelson and other ministers. 

• Hounslow Council examined the possibility of legal action to prevent expansion. 
• In March 2010 the High Court ruled that the government's policy support for a third 

runway would need to be looked at again and called for a review "of all the relevant 
policy issues, including the impact of climate change policy".  

The final decision 
• After the Conservative – Liberal Democrat coalition took power, it was announced on 

12
th

 May 2010 that the third runway expansion was cancelled. 

The geographical impacts of international conflicts 
• What does the exam specification require you to study? 
• The social, economic and environmental issues associated with major international 

conflicts that have taken place within the last 30 years.  
• The examination of one or more case studies. For example, in the first decade of the 

21st century, this could include an examination of international conflicts such as those 
in: 

– the Middle East (This is covered in detail in the textbooks written for this 
course) 

– Afghanistan 
– the Darfur region of Sudan. 

Conflict in Afghanistan 

History of the conflict in Afghanistan 
• In the 19

th
 and early 20

th
 centuries, India and what is now Pakistan were part of the 

British Empire. 
• During this time, Great Britain fought three wars in Afghanistan to consolidate its 

Empire and to prevent Russia expanding control southwards.  
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• There were disputes over Afghanistan’s eastern border with British India (part of 
which became Pakistan) until the 1970s. 

The Monarchy in Afghanistan 
• King Zahir Shah reigned from 1933 to 1973.  
• He tried to modernise the Afghan economy. 
• He gave women greater freedom than they had previously had in Afghanistan’s 

Islamic society.  

Traditional life 
• Outside the capital city, Kabul, most Afghans led a traditional way of life.  

Communism in Afghanistan 
• Communists seized power in 1978 but some Islamic leaders were unhappy with the 

Communist rule. 
• On Christmas Eve 1979 100,000 troops from the Soviet Union marched into 

Afghanistan to prevent the collapse of Communism.  
• The Soviet occupation resulted in the killings of between 500,000 and two million 

Afghan civilians. Over 5 million Afghans fled their country.  
• The Soviet troops met fierce resistance from Afghan guerrillas, or mujahideen 

(Islamic warriors). 

Involvement of other nations 
• As the United States was against Communism, they supported the anti-communist 

mujahideen, who were recruiting Muslim fighters from all over the world. 
• The USA also wanted to limit the Soviet Union’s influence in the region near the oil-

rich Persian Gulf. 
• The Soviet troops eventually withdrew from Afghanistan in 1988-89. 
• However, Afghans couldn’t agree how to share power and civil war raged for much of 

the 1990s. 

The Taliban 
• A militant Islamic group called the Taliban eventually took control.  
• They enforced their extremely strict and brutal interpretation of sharia law.  
• They restricted women’s opportunities and forced women to wear the all-covering 

burqa.  

Afghanistan and Bin Laden 
• The Taliban leader, Mullah Omar, offered protection to Saudi terrorist Osama bin 

Laden. 
• Bin Laden set up terrorist training camps in Afghanistan and embarked on a series of 

attacks on American interests.  

• The most infamous of these was the September 11
th

 2001 attacks.  
• Coalition forces enter Afghanistan 
• The Taliban rejected requests to hand over Bin Laden so the USA led a coalition force 

into Afghanistan. 
• The multi-national coalition helped the Northern Alliance, a group of Afghan fighters 

opposed to the Taliban, recapture Kabul and all of Afghanistan’s other major cities. 
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Democracy returns? 
• Free elections were held in Afghanistan. 
• Restrictions on women’s behaviour were lifted. 
• Multinational troops trained a new Afghan army. 
• So why do we still have troops in Afghanistan? 
• Taliban militants launched a series of attacks on coalition forces and the new Afghan 

Government.  
• Much of their funding comes from the sale of poppies which are used to manufacture 

heroin.  
• International troops remain in Afghanistan, trying to eradicate the drug trade and help 

the Afghan national army defeat Taliban forces. 
• On 1

st
 December 2009, U.S. President Barack Obama announced that he would 

escalate U.S. military involvement by deploying an additional 30,000 soldiers over a 
period of six months. He also proposed to begin troop withdrawals 18 months from 
that date.  

Issues associated with the conflict. 
• You need to be able to discuss the social, economic and environmental issues 

associated with any conflict you have studied.  
• You can use the CIA World Factbook for up to date statistics on any country in the 

world.  
• Afghanistan has a life expectancy of just 45 years – how is this related to the long 

period of conflict it has experienced?  
• Look at the potential change in the structure of Afghanistan’s population. Which 

aspects of this potential change will Afghanistan find difficult to cope with given that 
it is in a period of economic instability due to conflict? 

• Independent research opportunity: What are the social, environmental and economic 
issues in Afghanistan as a result of the conflicts there? 

The Darfur region of Sudan 
• Darfur is a large desert region in the west of Sudan, the largest country in Africa.  
• It has a long and complicated history of conflict.  
• Darfur is a tribal region with herders (who were mostly Arabs) and farmers (who were 

mostly Africans).  
• In the 1950s and 1960s there were electoral disputes but no actual tribal warfare as 

tensions were eased by an abundance of fertile land. 
• There was region-wide anger at the failure of the Sudanese government in Khartoum 

to adequately fund programs in Darfur. 

Drought in Darfur 
• In the 1980s, a series of droughts in Darfur worsened inter-tribal relations.  
• African farmers, who had previously allowed Arab herders to graze cattle on their 

farms, began refusing access as fertile agricultural land became scarce. 

The 1990s 
• In 1989 Omar al-Bashir, an Arab general, came to power in a coup. 
• Bashir surrounded himself with military men who believed that Sudan and all its 

natural resources, belonged to the Arabs. 
• The 1990s saw two periods where the Sudanese government ordered the military to 

remove non-Arab people, the Nuba, from southern Darfur, by force.  
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Rebel uprisings 
• In 1999 Darfuri Africans formed one of Darfur’s two main rebel groups, the Justice 

and Equality Movement (JEM). 
• The other main rebel group is the Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA).  
• In 2003, SLA rebels attacked government troops at Darfur’s airport, demanding that 

the government ended its long neglect of the Darfur region. 
• The Sudanese government refused to listen to the rebels and allegedly armed Arab 

militias, the janjaweed, for them to put down the Darfuri uprising. 

Ethnic cleansing? 
• The government admits mobilising "self-defence militias" following rebel attacks.  
• It denies any links to the Janjaweed.  
• The Janjaweed rode into African communities, killing and raping the inhabitants. 

Hundreds of thousands fled in terror. 
• Refugees say air raids by government aircraft would be followed by attacks from the 

Janjaweed.  

Continuing conflict? 
• JEM and SLA made prospects for peace more difficult by fighting among themselves 

and even attacking some international aid workers. 
• However, eventually the Sudanese government and most of the SLA faction signed a 

peace agreement on May 5, 2006. 
• The agreement gave Darfuris a US$300 million payment and the right to form a 

regional government. 

What were the effects? 
• The United Nations believed more than 2.7 million fled their homes. 
• 200,000 people fled to refugee camps that were set up in Chad.  
• The United Nations says up to 300,000 people have died from the combined effects of 

war, famine and disease, although exact figures are difficult to obtain.  

The challenge of multicultural societies in the UK 
• Reasons for the development of multicultural societies 
• Migration! 
• Historically: Europeans had moved to overseas colonies, for example, the English had 

migrated to India and Australia.  
• The 20th century saw a change and European nations began to receive a flow of 

migrants from their former colonies, especially after 1945 —the end of World War 
Two.  

• Over the last 35 years, the number of international migrants worldwide has doubled. 
• At the start of the 21st century, one out of every 35 persons worldwide was an 

international migrant. 

Getting the terminology correct 
• Economic migrant — someone who leaves their country of origin to find work or 

better employment opportunities in another country.  
• Refugee — someone who is forced to leave their home region or country, for 

example, because of war, persecution or natural disaster.  
• Asylum seeker — “Any person, who owing to a well founded fear of being 

persecuted for reasons of Race, Religion, Nationality, Membership of a particular 
Social Group or Political opinion, is outside the country of his Nationality, and is 
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unable to, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself/herself of the protection 
of that country.” (Definition from the United Nations) 

• Illegal immigrant — someone who has entered a country without permission or stays 
beyond the permission granted by their visa.  

Migration into the UK 
• Ethnicity in the UK from 2001 census 
• Ethnic groups in London 

 

The geographical distribution of cultural groupings 

• In the UK ethnic minorities tend to be concentrated in urban areas.  
• London has 1.8 million migrants. 
• Over half of ethnic minorities live in London and the South East. 
• Other cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leicester host large concentrations 

of ethnic groups.  
• Investigate multicultural distribution 
• Use  the multicultural atlas at www.londonprofiler.org to see the distribution of 

different ethnic groups in London.  
• This website can also be used for investigating other aspects of London’s geography 

such as health, crime and multiple deprivation statistics. 
• Use the data from the 2001 census at www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk to 

investigate the distribution of ethnic minorities in your local area.  

Issues related to multicultural societies 
• Issues related to multicultural societies 

HOUSING 
• Initial immigrants tend to concentrate in areas of poor housing and multi-occupancy is 

common. 
• Lower rates of owner-occupancy. 
• More wealthy or subsequent generations of immigrants have moved to the suburbs. 
• Geographical segregation often apparent. 

EDUCATION 
• In 2007, 22% of primary and 17.7% of secondary pupils at state schools in England 

were from ethnic minority families. 
• Where there is a large influx of pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

there may be extra resources needed for schools to cope (but there isn’t always the 
funding available).  

• There are variations in the educational attainment of pupils from different ethnic 
backgrounds.  

• Issues related to multicultural societies 
HEALTHCARE 

• Many ethnic groups live in inner city areas where there are higher levels of 
transmittable and communicable diseases. 

• There is sometimes a lower take-up of immunisations meaning a reduced risk of 
certain diseases.  

http://www.londonprofiler.org/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/
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• Significant numbers of new immigrants into an area can put a strain on healthcare 
resources.  

LANGUAGE 
• New immigrants can find employment difficult to obtain if they do not speak English, 

although this much less of a problem for subsequent generations.   
• Issues related to multicultural societies 

RELIGION 
• Where migrants follow a different religion to that of the host nation (Christianity in 

the UK) there can be friction when people want to celebrate their festivals and it 
involves taking time off work.   

• Further issues 
ECONOMIC ISSUES 

• Migration is often less welcome in times of economic depression. 
• Migrants account for 1 in 8 of the UK’s working-age population, providing a huge 

boost to the economy. However, there may be resentment amongst the local 
population if they perceive migrants as willing to work for lower wages / longer 
hours.  

SOCIAL ISSUES 

• Negative views of migrants from the media can fuel resentment and discontent.  
• ‘Race riots’, although relatively rare in the UK do occur, with Blackburn, 

Birmingham and Oldham, amongst others, experiencing racial discontent since 2001.  

Separatism within and/or across national boundaries 
• What is separatism? 
• Separatism is a move by a minority group or a region of a country towards greater 

independence from the country it is part of.  

Reasons for separatism: 
– An area which is economically depressed compared with a wealthier area 
– Collapse of a state that was holding political power and therefore, regions 

together. For example, former Yugoslavia or the former USSR 
– A minority religious, language or culture which drives the desire to be 

autonomous.  

Where can we find separatism? 
• There are many areas where separatist pressures have, or are still, evident. Such as: 

– The Basque region of Spain / France. 
– The collapse of the former Yugoslavia. 
– The break up of the former USSR into 15 republics including Russia, Latvia, 

Estonia and Georgia. 
– East Timor which fought for independence from Indonesia after being 

annexed in 1976. 
– Scotland and Wales both want more independence from England. 
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The Basque Region 
• The Basque region is an area of Northern Spain / Southern France that wants 

autonomous rule.  

Basque separatism 
• The Basque Nationalist Party (PNV) was founded in 1895 to push for independence 

from the Spanish government and from the Spanish king, Alfonso XIII (pictured 
here). 

• The efforts of the PNV were cut short by the Spanish Civil War.  
• The Spanish Civil War 

The war broke out when fascist rebels loyal to General Francisco Franco (pictured right) took 
up arms against Spain’s socialist government. Most Basques supported the government. 

• As a fascist, Franco believed deeply in the unity of the state and considered separatist 
movements treasonous. 

• He allowed German war planes to bomb Basque cities, including Guernica on April 
26, 1937 

Formation of ETA 
• Franco won the war and the Basques continued their fight for autonomy. 
• In the 1950s, pro-independence Basque students sought to counter Franco’s new 

power by forming Euskadi ta Askatasuna (Basque Fatherland and Liberty) or ETA. 
• Starting in 1968, ETA murdered security forces, politicians, academics, and 

journalists unsympathetic to their cause. Other civilians were sometimes killed by 
ETA’s bombs. 

The end of violence? 
• ETA remained active until the start of the new millennium, when several al-Qa‘ida 

terrorist attacks such as those in the USA (2001) and Spain (2004) ended Basque 
terrorism. 

• Basques and other Spaniards joined calls for ETA to end its terrorist tactics. 

A ceasefire……or not? 
• On March 24 2006, ETA responded to calls by declaring a permanent cease-fire. 
• However, on 30 December 2006 a bomb destroyed a car park at Madrid's Barajas 

airport. Two people were killed and the government blamed ETA.  
• Three days later the Spanish Interior Minister declared the peace process "broken, 

liquidated, finished".  
• In June 2007 ETA called off its 14 month ceasefire saying "The minimum conditions 

for continuing a process of negotiations do not exist.“ This was after local elections  
in which its banned political wing, Batasuna, was not allowed to stand. They were not 
allowed to stand because they refused to condemn ETA’s use of violence. 

• To date, ETA have claimed responsibility for 800 deaths and the Basque region still 
wants autonomous rule.  
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The challenge of global poverty 
• The map shows the percentage of the population living on less than $2 a day in 2007 - 

2008  

How is poverty measured? 
• The Global Hunger Index 
• The GHI shows (in green) the countries that have most improved their food supplies 

and (in red) the countries that have an increasing hungry population.   
• Brandt Line 
• HDI 
• The First, Second and Third Worlds 
• Use www.worldmapper.org to research life expectancy, infant mortality and child 

malnutrition.  
• How easy is it to identify First, Second and Third World countries? 
• The Development Continuum 

The causes of poverty 
• The causes of poverty are complex and poverty is usually the result of an inter-related 

series of factors such as: 
– Natural hazards 
– Unfair trade 
– Corrupt governments 
– War and civil conflict 
– Historical factors (such as colonialisation)  

• The cycle of poverty 

Addressing poverty on a global scale - Millennium Development 
Goals 

• These goals were adopted by all of 191 UN member states. 
• It was drawn up during the Millennium Summit in 2000.  
• The declaration itself was very wide-ranging, setting out to deal with global security, 

environmental issues, human rights and poverty. 
• The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) were a set of 8 goals, each goal 

consisting of 1 or more measurable targets. 

The MDGs are: 
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2. Achieve universal primary education 
3. Promote gender equality and empower women 
4. Reduce child mortality 
5. Improve maternal health 
6. Combat HIV / AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
8. Develop global partnership for development 

Go to www.mdgmonitor.org to track the progress made on each goal in 130 countries.  

http://www.worldmapper.org/
http://www.mdgmonitor.org/
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Foreign Direct Investment 
Investment is the key to helping reduce the development gap. Study the graph below and 
explain why East Asia and Pacific countries are generally developing quite well, whilst sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) is still lagging behind. 

• Think global, act local 
• Camfed is an NGO aimed at educating girls and empowering young women in order 

to reduce poverty.  
• In rural areas of Africa, girls and young women are the most disadvantaged social 

group in the World today. 
• By educating girls, new resources are unlocked and communities become more 

empowered.  

Ghana: 
• The Northern Region has been the most excluded from the benefits of economic 

growth. Infant mortality rates and the under-five mortality rate are, respectively, two 
and three times higher in the Northern Region than in other regions of Ghana 
(UNICEF, 2007). 

• Approximately 47% of boys and 40% of girls go on to secondary school. Girls in 
particular are at risk of poverty, and are often put to work. Many go to cities, such as 
Accra, to work as street porters (known as kayayo). 

• Camfed members identify girls affected by kayayo and support them to return to their 
families and education. 

• There’s a shortage of female teachers in rural communities. Camfed supports young 
rural girls to study for the Untrained Teachers Diploma in Basic Education (UTDBE). 

• No development without security and no security without development 
• You need to examine the issue “No development without security and no security 

without development”.  
• You can use Afghanistan as a case study for this issue.  
• No development without security 
• Improved security means vital work such as building and repairing of the transport 

network can take place. 
• This allows the transportation of goods and enables the distribution of aid.  
• An improved transport network would enable goods other than opium to be traded. At 

the moment, opium and hashish generate around 60% of the country’s economy as 
they are the only products that can survive the harsh and difficult journey.  

Exam guidance 
• On paper GEOG 3 you have to answer TWO structured exam questions, one which 

must be a physical question and one a human question. 
• You also answer ONE essay question. The essay question CANNOT on the same 

topic as the structured questions you have answered.  
• The structured questions always have a similar format: 

– The first part will have some sort of stimulus / resource and a question asking 
yout ‘Comment on’ or ‘Describe’ (or similar wording) the source material. 
Worth 7 marks. 

– The second part will be worth 8 marks and it will be knowledge based. 
– The final part will be worth 10 marks and will require a ‘mini-essay’ answer.  
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Exam questions 
GHI = Global hunger index 

1. Describe the pattern shown by the diagram above (7 marks) 
2. Outline the role of international agencies in tackling world poverty. (8 marks) 
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